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Preface 
This special volume of Theoretical Computer Science is dedicated to the memory 
of Marcel-Paul Schiitzenberger, who died in Paris on 29 July 1996. It is formed of 
independent papers contributed by some of his former students or colleagues. Most of 
them are related to automata theory, a field in which he has brought so many new 
ideas and results. 
An account of his scientific accomplishments written by Gerard Lallement and my- 
self, appears in a recent issue of the journal Semigroup Forum (vol. 5, 1997, 135-151). 
It also contains a list of his publications, originally compiled by Inn-e Simon and later 
updated by Gerard Lallement. I have also included it here as a testimony, more eloquent 
than any commentary, of the variety of interests of M.P. Schtitzenberger. 
It is a pleasure to acknowledge the help that I received during the preparation of this 
volume. First of all, it was Maurice Nivat’s idea to make this volume of the journal and 
he proposed to me to realize it. Although the authors were solicited, the papers were 
referred as for an ordinary issue of the journal. I want to thank all the referees and, in 
particular Jean Berstel, Luc Boasson, Jacques Sakarovitch and Geraud Senizergues. 
Dominique Perrin 
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